EIRING THAT LED YO JHE KILUING OF
CAUSED INJURY U OTHERS I[N DAHANLS
DISTRICT, MAHARASHIRA

AN ENQUIRY BY THE FAG) ELMDING TENM INIQ THE PULICE
TRIBAL  AND

ALUKA,  THANE

N
=

' June S, 1772, 2bnat 14 armed policemen aod
12 Skb jawans fired more than 4 rounds on the
trabals of ~aataly village in which  one trabal .
Janya Ladhya Bhirady2, Jdied and another tribal
Sakbharcem “Yartha, w3t seriously 1njgured and 1s bernqg
Freateo at tne ) J hoapatal,. Bombay, Several othere
also sustained 1njaries,

¥

LUueveral lecders of an  adivasi | voluntary
organgation, Fashtakrara Sangﬁézéﬁé “have been
arrestcd on the charge of  attempt to commit murder
i.0. Sec 307 of thé:!'IPC and Sec 147, 148, 149, 257,
363, T2, 336.}]&37 and 120 R of the IFC.

MEMBER:> QF . THE FACT FINDING TEAM

N

D3 learning about the ancadent ot S vl
theoul ' newspaper reéports, and actavisnts worbang o
Thane distract, *he tollowing maembers of the  Fact
Firnding Tean visited Dohanu on Jure 1., 1990,
£1) EBhashan Uza (Lawyer)

(27 Ce Amar Jeszmany (Doctoer)

(3) Sushil hohadesshwar (Lawyer and member, Lobshahy
Habbh Sanghatane.)

(a1 HMrhyr Desar (lLawyer)
(W Gautam Vphra (Levelopment Rewecerch and Acti1on
Groug ’

(L) trazlaja Parangute (Leyal Resourcs Center)

(7) Lorls Rao (Journalist)

(e) Michelle Rrane (Georgetawn tinaversit, Law
Center, Washington DC)

(%) Vairod Shetty (tlember,

Il hshizhin Harl, $anghatana’

FRAME, AND TERIS OF REFERKNUE

1. Incidents nft firing by the police and T he e
J AATrE, in “Vartapada, rairtal i village, Dalianu
talub .. Thane "igkrict of Haherachtra on kauhtal..rm
Seanghat ana(r3) maerberes on June LY, 19YYZ. hillaing woee
man and 1njurlng twa othe2rs.

2. Role aof the lacal Lenqgre=a leaders and landlords
1n Lhe above 1nerjident.

3. Background of events leading to the  firaing  on
b P T :

Un  reaching Dahanu., on the moraing  of o
1%« the team divided 1nmbto two groups. {hes freat
Qrous /151ted Vertapada and Shalbarpada ain Haytall
/a3 lan: to talh ra the villagersas residing near { b
sy te e Live o any and abktacls tund plave, 1l
el 03y g A tett (or Gamaady Ly TITEREN § t e ;L |

fand) rrds 203 4 s (oo a5 lea e

ITINERARY UF T1HE

FIRST GROUP ALD 11S FINDINGS,

Raytbtal) «rilagy consisls of 1% padas. las
v isited Shalr arpada and Yartapade., a5 Vi trel b o

At CG the cunmtr valthe aloang the hnghiway, we far et
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wasnine - lothes. 1The waler wae o darl green ce lour
and "geve off a foul odour. ln the bhanks  of thys=
“tream there «~ere two dis-tirlleries whioch hiad Leen
LG LsCr aminate |y Jumpang Lhe e was e intro the g y
water, 1he FS activasts ru«-nl;(}:\l?(!Athat they had W'
conducted an agitation aqainst "the distillery and
1ts owner had recently biegun to partially Lot the
affluents.
Afler woe walked four about three Palometer s wee k'<$
. oaached Shalvarpadad Therae were no people around: 5 Q
! the entire pada was deserted. #Aftor o witlle we St V’Alaw
ar, old couple emerge from a hut, (hoey wore the only

peopte AN the wntire pada,

| The old lady ifimmediateoly toor us Lo her bhouse
\ wiiieh bad been ransacked. She did ot b oow whey W
N A tnvolved or why they looted. Bhe suspected that the

police and the Congress supportera troum  Bhooar pac..
Aand  Ganjad  were anvolved., All her belungings,
inc ludinyg vessels and clothes, had heon talen away.
Her small store which sold!'provisions was pilllaged.
The cwuple ' told us how the police came armed o
June S and beat the women. The police had coms tu
arres=t the menfold on somec charges tiled  on thieen
tor paunderaing A shop and 1n the process beat the
v whio altempted to rea-on wrth Lhe prolace.

The ol couple felt the attazh w0 N shon
wat engineered by bandya tonar, the Upsar pancl o
Ehonarpada. Ns for the shop which had Deen

alleyedly damsyed by PSS ectaivistls, according to the
police records, 1t belonged to Gopal Bhonar,
relative of Fandya.

ol

Wee later went to VYartapada., There the Vi
feylh it collected under a tree, The women Stated
that since June D, they aslongwath Uhesxr  toma lres,
Nad thazen living wn Lhe jungle.

Shieang Fabdya Sular, J0v pgueore, SLtated @ [*

Friday, tLhe police came to our pada at L1 amn. Whien
wir Ltraed to eplawn to then what heod happene:!

the g
started beat 1nn us with lathy o g damaa-il it
o= . fhay woere Lok ang 17 e et caad Ly e gl
thizy wan L2 Lo arrest Lhoan s a compl vant had Lt

tLled sgarnst them for ranzachiing

« shep  belongarnog
Lo Lopal BEhon s,

byo- G10 TR T - I TR CTIER S I S B PR R ST br Liedd Lo
st ape Lo the hills., U omad ol 7 N G A AR

o ¥ i FEETT I T O ST U A SR VI Y (AR B B Josloae

jt, L S N T B U 3 S S ' by J vty IS | P i '

Yy i Y s, Sleranm ) o T g ] ST CEE B s I B

Shovia Sty e, D0 y@ar sy, o]y LA i T &
st e rrom FlLoor oargada werr e a i v Ve e

Hausa ., 0 years, was hit on the faot by
Shiar tnstUrone-nnt o o8 o bl Ploece  Trres v papatang [T
found vl ts s mAarbk e o Clatt ot Ol ot gn the O R T
Mark s ang bepe, vt Ehe wome s ol by tha daxbiang

clowsz Ot The o, LCGmen.,

) Adpyt F‘Ji{l-' ayl Vordlgudia L"fﬁ‘"“ 12l A Il
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Wi later ,shnke to the men il ame out ot
Chieir hMiding placea in the forests. (wo of Lhooe
were, Chintya Jivya Varth.,, 728 years, and Dashrath
vVartha., 20 years, both members of the FG.

Thear account 1s as folluws:

" There are 35 houses in the Vartapada and
Shallkarpada area where atout 100 people ' lave. We
are all' members of .KS. We feel that the' problem
started'! because' 12 persons from Diwanpada Jjoined
the KS. 'This’ was not ‘liked by the Congress bosses.

*"About a week before the June 3 incidant, these
persons’ houses' were httacked i1n Diwanpada. When we
viecnt to see the demage done to the:r houses on June
4, wie were attacted., bWe resisted the attack with
stones. Then. those 12 pergons from Diwanpada came
Lo our pada and stayed here as they feared for
their lives ain Diwanpada.' ' b
l

'0On Jane 5 at L pm, the pcliace arrived along wlth
the SKF. The Diwanpada residents had earlier worked
for Shashitant Panchal, a local Congrecs leader.

. [l
'

"0n Mav 29, the KS meeting was held at Fasa whach
was attended by the Diwanpoda residents as well as
by us. On May 7=I. Shashitant brote the tiles and
damaged the homes of the .ersons 'in Diwanpada who
had Joined the KS. We woent to the village to see
the damage done to their bouse, Un June 2, these
people came tey our pada wi1th thearr fanilies. to
RsSCape from Shaghitant, Un June 4, e went to
placate FPandya Bheonar and Frrive at some CcoOmpromi se
but he was not 1nterested. On the afternpon of June
S, the SKP jJawans fired on our people. Thirty-year-
old Shakaram Wartha, was shot. He has a wife and
three chilldren who are all less than 10 years old.
when he WAS shot, we had to tal e ham to the
hospital at Palami by truchk. Chintaram Laxman Dalw)
was - hurt - in the finger bw a bullet. We are all
staying in | the jungle swnce June 9. wWe Ltry e
COnGune e Jrtule focd as posaaable as e canoiul
ventture ocut tor f(resh provr»zions.”

T The 'polxce accuse use of rensacth ing the shop anit
lootang goods worth Ks lu,000, 1 tell you that the
shop had provisions worth not more thar, kg 100, "7
Chintya and Dashrath Vartha stated that "Fandya
Bhonar 1s known (o roam around 1N a police
unitorm."”

“The Congresasmen are all supporters of the Hn,
Shand INam, 10w deputy M1 LS te foar teibal
oevelopament, All the goate and chactlen from ©Oun
hemlets nave also been stolen,

“lThe person whu was k1llecd ) the fragcans was Janya
Loedbya Hhiradya. He was & gueast in our hamlet. He
belonged to Chembatpada. lThe Lody was later tatken
to the village. We never lnew when the pulace tool
ni1s boily away. A lot of pruple are sti1li Mm155100Q
including the people from Diwanpada.’

Fraiidsy e l“honhar 1 43 years old. e hag hepcob
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Yactories and deals in land. As many as ¢« 21 cases
are pending against ham,

e Today there 1ls plso. an. acute shortage of drintang
water in this village. We have always voted tor the
Congress as we are not able to face theuwr
goondairsm.” .
“The pevple from our pada earn between Ks 400 and Ks
&00. a month. Some of us work ©on trucks and others
in the chickoo .wadis where we are paid Rs 14 for a
12-hour shift. We also get wort at the . balloon
factory neer the river."

INTERVIEW WITH THE DPEPUTY SUPLRINTENDENT u__ POLICE ,
MOHEKA/R . -, 5 ey

Mohehar. stated that on June 5 they went to
arrest those who had beaten somg people and
ransacked a shop at Bhonarpada. ARs there was a mob
there, the police toobk the SKF platoon with them,
The shop belonged to Gopal.

1
t

The Kashtatari. prople wanted the traibals to
leave the CCongress and joi1n them. Thiey forcibly
tried to take a membership fee of Ks lu, Mectings
had been held of which the police has maintained a
record. Mohel.ar said that the PSS 15 anti-national
and . added,,, "1 was hit Dby stones and we were
surrounded. We were forced to flee to save our
lives. : My boadyauard was hat on the head and kS
supporturs attempted .to snatch the rifle.’

e arrec ted Bhiraz atict I"radeep because they
instigated .,their iembers to attack us. We could
hear the adivasis -talking amongst themselves. from
which it is clear that Fradeep had told them that
the police would not fire at them: and that they
should grab the rifles. -

INTERVIEW WITH SHANKAR NAM, THE DEPUTY MINISTER FOR
TRIBAL DEVELRPHMENT AND CONGRESS [H.A OF THE AREA.

The members af the Fact Finding Team met the

minister in the shop ot the local Congress
strungman, Dadir Seth. They overheaird bLadi Seth aul
thea Leputy BF, 1n the presence of bhankar Ham wlhiy
fFradeep and Shiraz.could not be arrested under
TADA. Thus. they could be lept behind barsg
indefinitely. .. ¢ @ 5

The deputy minister. Shankar Nam, felt theat
kS wes recewrving ' ‘outside funds . He said they

weroe teaching the « adivasis TTwWrong things and
violerce .

In 19853, he claimed that the FS had supported

him in the election. Today, he claims to have no
Ynowledge of the politics of KS. He also. sa,s that
2 Zourle of years ago he had gone wath . Dadir Seth

A0 the police to one of the KS camps in Sheshne
when they were training adivasis in martial arts.

Taltaing . of the recent events, he said he had
visited FRaitli on the evening of June 5 (at 7.7w
Em) g he went to Vartapada, but there was nobody

there ac they had all fled the pada
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: fhe KS, he felt, was Lryang to forcibly mal e
adivasis leave the Congress and join their
organisatioun and this was the chiet cause 01
tensi1on which had culminat=2d in the firing.

He maintained that 1f the police had not
fired .nearly 14 policemen would have been killed.
I he 11r;ng was totally Justitied,. :

Nam was -asked by the team that Dbeang an
adivasi ministerJ why has he not felt the necescity
to announce a Jjudicial inquiry inlo the incident so
that the facts leading to the killinu of an adivasi
be known or relief announced to those affected. Nam
flatly refused to do so and observed that he was
very close to the Dy &P (Mohet ar) who was in
altendance at that time. :

He said that at one time nearly all the 1z
poadas were with the KS. But today they have only a
few because the adivasis had become digillusioned
with the KS, t !

The KS and - the C(CF*M did not believe in
educating the adivasis whereas he and his party had

introduced schooln where 6LUO0 children. had been
admitted.

He stated that the BFhoomi YSena and the S
wWere similar in their approact. He  does not
recollect any earlier.clashes with the kS, 1

Ir

INTERVIEW WITH INSPECTOR INDURKAR (\iw%'\t‘]w"/“j [64,&/

W adat
)
.o Al u‘f(ﬂl
Cy Inspector Indurkar ' stated that on June
they had gone to the village to arrest 40 persons
who were charged with vandalism and looting. They
had first gathered at Bhonarpada uhero the SRF was
stationed since the morning. The tehsi1ldar also

arrived at the site as he was trying to bring aboul

a4 Ccompromlse. At  around 12.7T) pm thoey  wont Lo
vartapada and were faced by A volil lay o f StOnee
whicth "Zaused wnjury to 14 polircemean v luding the
tenhs1ldar, The nob never gave them a chance to

latha charqe as Lhey containued to fuarer | stones b
them without a pause. None of Mhis  policemen used
thelr Canes as they could not qget fhear the mob
which numbered about I0U to 400 adivasis.

They were
all men.

Thne members of the Far L Finding leam poLnted
out that 1f there 1s a closh boetween two Qroups.,
rarmal ly the leaders are nol arrested, whereas 10
thie —ase Shiraz and Fradeec had been put bethiind
Lars, a strange thing to do 1n view of the tac!
thi they were far away fron the place where the
firiny occured. Jrduar b or repiied, Dahai 1%
difterent fram BEombay. The +S actici15tsa had  been
tolg by their lesdors. bFradeoep and Sharaz, that the

police would onever shool =t them. Hence they wire
=Xe} violent and orenly osaaul ted us wnd snatchedf
our rifles.” He saad fur ther 1nvestigation  wan
taking placae.



gave uu the chirgnolaay ot the eveontg:

1. May 9, 1992-—- The Adivosy Hab b b arishad held o
meeting at Yasa. Arcund 7000 tribals gathered.

2. HMey 20 -- fitter the Fararshad meeting 1n Kaitala

ond Lanyad,
Some tratbtals

brack: kFaln
activists 1n
enroll them

workers came

Congrees

party worhlers created tension.

1n Ganjyad and Rahtali areas.

L May 1 31
threatening
Congress and

4., June 2 —-—

DL June 30—
Congress (1)
of

from [Diwanpada (Ganjyad) working in the
of Shashikant Fanchal approacthed FS
Vartapada (Raatali) with a request to
as FS members. Ns the Conaress party
ta know about 1L, they: created tensaicn
-- Yenision an the  area, loud shouts
one another Letween padas of the
hG supporters.

1 > '

Cungress party lgaders held a meeting.
Diwanpada residents were

bose, Shashikant Panchal.

attact ed by
When traabala

other padas went to Diwanpada to see what WS
happening, stones were hurled at them.
&, Jdunes 4-- Supporters of the Congress gathered at
the shap owned by Gopal honar and pelted stones at
the FKS supporters. Retalsatory stone throwing by
the S suppourters lead to the damege of Gopal "5
shop.
2 s Jurie S —-— Folaitce and Ui Jawans arraived 10
Rai1tal: and vasi ted the damaged shop, and
thercafter advanced towards vVartapada. Women
reasoned with tle polica and the: USRF ) hbut. were
badly beaten up. The traibal men 1n response throw
stunes at the police and the LS, at

them.

vho fared



ITINERARY QF THE SECUND GHROUE

AND LIS

FINDINGS s
‘the Longress leaders ot Ganjad village

A  four member group 2of the 1nvestigation
team met most of the prom:rnent Congress party
leaders in Ganjad village on June 12, 1992. The
follpwing Congressmen were sought to be contacted:

1) }Shashxhant Fanchal 2) Venu Traipatha ™) Vayada
Guruji1 4) Bhiva Gopal Borkar and 5:) Narcttem
Prajapati.

The group reached Panchal 's house to dis.over
that he was not there.. His house is close to the
Ganjad bus stop dnd his farm ad)oins 1t. We . found
that work on the construction of his new house was
under way. A few structures, lile a garage to ‘teep
has: Maruti car, and his office had been puilt. AL
Panchal 's residenée we met Pravin toli, a Dubla
caste Gujyarata, whe introduced thhymeeal f Qg the
manaqer of FPanchal’'s brack ¥i1ln, He told us that
Fanchal had gone to Bombay with his children 1n
their Meruti car as they were insistent on visitino
it before their canvent school 100 Dahanu reapened
atter the summer vacai.on, Hiowever, this
information turned out to be false as several
people claimed to have seen Fanchal 1n Dahanu  that
day.

According to Fraveen toclr and others of
Ganjad viliagea, Fanchal owns one of the eigbt brick
kilns in the village. He pays s 10 to is 58 per
1000 bricks to a family of labourers as wages. The
brichks then are sold at a praice of ks 700 to HReo
100Q par LUD0O pieces. The birick ¥iln 15 aperateou
for seven orr eight month's 1n a vear. The . labourers
vwourking at the ki1ln are paird Y hardhy or an advance
every weel . Pt o an account of their ftull earnings
1s prepared at the ond of the Coascan., Ihis sul ts
the cwner as well as the worters, lThe latter need
money during the four munths ot the monsoon to farm
their land. 11 the earnings of the adivezis (Warli
15 thwe main) during the seven munths 15 not
sufficient for their needs. Panchal advancee money
to thewr at an hefty interest. This gives Fanchal
extra 1ncome and also eénsures Lhrat the worlers are
indebtad to him and thus will retirn to worl and
rthat too et lower wages. as they areo under pressure
to pay vack the lcan. *Polir e:plained that normally

sus vy andebled worters were roasponsable and reported
10O wr b . Mowetver , cwhen somee of thean o not deo 10
2 Tioa 0o money, to pay bLack  thg loan, b anc hal
Bham oo L qgoos and perswcades tham te peoeport for worlk .

ol sa1d that Fanchal alos Jdues busineos 11

s s, but nol v & major < ale, Fonchel doos no!
QO aroard to othar vallages to Laviy Qr ass. bier
carchiaswes 1t only from thooo tribels who b 10qg 1t
tu tra =, shop . e alea oo o) o Lot all Clses
bLrothers of Sashaidt ant Fanchel are woll placed. Il

eldast brother 1w 1nito the Orass Hoginess 10 o« trr g

Ay . Lthe =second qmab @s Jdy' -, Lo Lhi prooadoe, L ron el



reabybioer Lallouuns and the thiird has a car repailr
garage at Charothy naka. o

Ilhe gecound Congress leader we  vislted  wao
Venu lripathi., venu' s tather 15 trom UK and
purchased land 1n Ganjad 1n the 1940g, VYenu came to
Dahanu to look 'after'the farm in [900, He told us
that his businwss in E€hikhu and coconut plants was
flourishing., According to him, the return on the
1investment was high, 50 much  ©0. that once
investment 'is made, two to three generations
(pidhi}) of a family can suarvive on 1t. In additien,
to mansage his farm he 1s also 1nvolved 1n the grass
business.

Iripathy 'was ‘very critical of "Kashtabtary
Dangathana. He alleged that it was run by Christian

priests and they ‘were convertina trabels to
Chraistianity. He alleged that 1t was receiving
foreign funds, and in addition, collecting 'KRs 19

cer member per year as membership fee. According tou
him, the KS was ot 'tntercsted in the Weltare of
adivasis.”' It they were, then they would have open«d
schools,” hospitdls, "'provided 'water. electricity
etc. ' Instead. they were tabing advantage of petty
quarrels among “tribals and supported one  qQroup
against the other. As a i'2ault. they have made
tribals fight amongst themsalves. He alleged thet
the FKS was a 'Naxalite-type’ outtit resorting to
violence, arson and looting.

Iripath: projected himself ag an important
Conaress= leader having rontectse with taluba,
distrizt and mtate leadershitips. He informed us that
his nane appears in the 1315t submitted by the
concerned 2uthorities for the appointment of
Specral Executave Haqxstrate.'He also claimed that
villag=rs constantly approech him with requests to
provide electricity, 'water etc for their villages.

Hix wouldJd have talved more but his tather
arrived on the scene and angrily scolded his son
for discussing politics and tallting about events
aboul "which he had heard from others, '

We proceeded to meet Vayada Guruji  who 13
Upsabhapati (deputy chairman) of the Dahanu rfralut.a
Fanchayat. He had gone to. a nearby village,
Jamshet. We met his daughter-in-law and for a brief
while, a teacher- from the school which is located
1n Gurwu: i ’'s house, on the first fluoor. We also met
the e:rqght-year-old son of the ¥S membior Janyo2
L idrya IBhiradya, who died 1n the recent polico
firang on June 5, 1n Raitali village.

Thercafter we visitoed Borbar, the adivensa
car panct of Ganjad village. at his house., There we
met thwo adivasa: families of kKaitali vaillage who had

come to take . shelter following the Shi-police
firing. Eorkar 15 a member of the Conuress party
and thi:sz affiliation was primarily responsible for
his election to the post of carpanch,

Hy has .5 acres ot land And a well troum
which wxter s used for arrigatiun, His  LConuare
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aennoer sthilu and positiuon av the Sy panch have helued
trym 1N getting o loan or .o 1w trom Lhe bant
under a govornmeot scheme Lo start a  small brach
Filn near his houwse. Tihns puats him 1n the category
ot a small businegssman Lu® he 1s well aware of 1ts
precarious ineture.

He did not use taind words for hi§ par ty
colleaque, Shashilkant Fanchal. He told wus that
there are numerous cases filed against him by the
people of Ganjad and other villages. Due to the
people’'s anqer agairst his goondaism the police had
began extarnment proceedings Aaygawnst him. but the
process appears (o have got stuck at some level.
According to Borkar, there 19 no tribal in  Ganjad
wha 19 not horassed or erploited by Fanchal. He had
Aver bheaten up Barkar and his wife in August 1990
when they had réfused to help him 1n his attempt to
acquire the land of a tribal.

5 !

According 1to Borkar, Panchal also works as a
noneylender and beats up the workers at his brict
kiln., Panchal vLelongs to the nouvea riche. About
10-15 years ago. he was 4loggling as a blachksmith
near the Lus-stand. He soon acqui:r ed money by
exploiting %ribals, joined Lhe Stnv S2na and became
a bully of the area. Abul.t two vears ago he joined
the Congress. The othe Cengr ergsman, Tripathi,
Vaildya Gurugn and - Naroarham Aare according to
bBorbar. better than Panchal but all of them suppourt
him and his «ctivities cvovertly 11 not openly and
vften use Panchal ' g muscle power to their
advantage.

Bor} ar told wus that Fanchal did not lake
anybody helping the tribale. He lold us ahout Dr
Dagls from Fasa who visated v1llages on his motor
bike and haelped tribals., Mt on one  occastion, he
WRS chased by Fanchal &nd beaten up in t.asa 1N
front of the police station. s

korbtar, though a Congressman, 1s sympathetic
to the S because of work 1t has done for the
trabals.

lhe last leader ot the Cungress, Narottam
Frajapathi, was not available at his shop. Althouoh
wC spent a hou -—and-a~half near s shop, he dad
not turn up. However, Lhe 1mpressicn we got about
tia: from others is that by 1w a senior Congressman,
Faignly experienced and Lthe i'eal puwer behaind the
otrer Longressmen jin Ganjad village.
SEUUENCE OF EVENTS AS TULD BY

THE CONGRESSMEN.

The Congressmen inlerviowed above narrated
vihartever they bnewy about the evento that led to the
T g ot Rartala.

Hrz mon' b ago. there wade o chispule an Hartal

A g A voman troan Var tapada vz o anareed to =
e reom anvther pada. In Lhe vyllaye Vart apado,
the tribals are membere of the kA, whereas the
man € pada belongs to thee Congress. The ol e L

thie woman Baocl Lo her hous,e Jue to some? domestic



Pt Ol le-r o,

biticn rher  Uongress achbasisls wf bartala
*ik L) vegg came o binnw that Lthe woman had qgone Lot
Le hor parent- Lo, thiey wonkt to Jasrtapada and 1n
angod b st up Fome people and damaged properly.

e d:zondte was recolverd when Narottam
Fraja:  thi 1ntcrveazd and chelr own conmnittee found
tnat th woman had not walted ocut of the 'husband s
hamee Lt the haaband had Ghe own e ot N the
Congrie:;«. ATt 15t% wWitre praoaved Lo e the WU
Joars, Narottarm und2r the prescure of the  Vartapad
tribaluy compromisecd by mab ing thoe Congress tribals
pay Ks ' 2051 as componsation Lo the Vartapada
‘residents, 2t

This escnt was’deschUed Ly vne LCongrescsman
as an 1nternal dispute. Une quoted 1t to prove that
the S was using such petty daisputes to pit-tratial
against tribals. f~nd one even tried to misdrrect us
by intially saying that 1t was not Lhe  Congressman
bac. a UFM menber who had thr owrn out hias  wife. 111
s mAave, one point was clear, that this comprom) e
Lnowed the strength of FS un Varrtapada and that the
Congress lost face in the dispute.

Thereatter, tension  mounted again when
Shacibivlant Fanchal all-treated the werters, at [
urick bala. Yhese warkers were stayziag 160 Diwvanpada

: < drapute abhourt the HWav
Flamy s calculated the wages for the year. RHe oo

el t tho wirkers went o Var tapada and Lecams
meabers of the KS., i E

B Sanyrad. RN alel k) wWas

.

i Lo
it 1= not clear froun thear Lestimonies
whother the Diwanpada workers Lelongoed to  Lanj)ad

village. . We were told by aone informant that they
were ori1ginally faital:ir cesidents whou huad come to
Diwanpada for worl..

'

NG <i 0 Aas Shashitant Fanchal came Lo b g
Aabou.t Ly c¢ovelopment he wentt with has 1) and
heal ub vhree worlters 1n Diwanpada,

[41-3 =) el bt of thus phyygaeal artact ., Lo
Jawanpada residente ran away and Yool shel ter
Var tapada.

ol

In the ceanwhile, tension had mounted withisn
Naital:n. rhe Congriess leader, who ocwns a  shop s
the vl lage, decaded not te sell anythinag o the !
te vk Of-"the viliage.

Duepraiveo of therr darly neecs by tie “hor.,

G informant told wus *hat Lhias decirsion nnt to
S S | atsy thviny from thic 3lirsqy tO |2 tiesn e 7 W
T TP EYRTR & s T raald e Ehvat 1| o LN Se ., L Loy
mmbUers Juoled Lthe shop .

Followion "1S, the Uonagres: lender s tr
RFartals, viz Mo ortan, Paocchial and athers gatinero
ae Jasy i Sy 5 higuaen Giarw) g caontac ted L
POl rr o gay Thane an (e loeptheone, Fhvese ¢ f Lave Hoarot toun
AN e L e el ly wenl te Thoene, Une 1 lor man b

¢




stated *hat a minister in the state government who
is from Dahanu taluka was contacted and he
instruczted the police to get the SKF. (Shankar Ham,
deputy minister for tribal development).

I ..

WHY DID THE CONGRESS REACT IN THIS WAY?
i

We enquiréd 1n detail about the reasons tfor
the Congress leader’'s reaction to the events. The

fullowing issues emerged dur 1ng our discussion with
them: :

i. lhe Congress leaders are anx»xious about the
increasing influence, of the KS in the area. In the
village around Ganjad, the Congress always had a
strangleholq over the tribals. The recent events
showed that'tribals were disenchanted with them and
were gravitating to the KS, Tripathi felt that the

K& was trying to expand and eventually planning to
contest elections.

2. 1he militency and defiance shown by the tribals
tn  spirre of attacke Zn taem by Fanchal, the
solidar ity o0 the tribai~ from Jamshet with the
Raitali tribals =tc, made the Congress leaders

appreliensive and therefore they resor ted to
violernce,. :

-

T The very fact that sume‘Congress leaders are
harassning and exploiting tribals belonging to  the
Congress - has  alienated the latter from the
Congress. Al thouygh they stall are with the
Congress, their sympathy is now with the KES., The
sarpanch of Ganjad, a tribal from the Congress, has
suffered at the hands of NManchal. He told us that
he 1% constantly told by fellow tribals to tale
steps oo that his Congress colleaques stop thear
harasument. He has thereby become defiant and told
e that he »s no longer 2fraid of his leaders and

would lite us to quote him to this effect 1N Qua
report.

4, MNoere 1= also some cnuiety, on Lthe part of
Congress  leaders about the FS claiming credit for
the regularicsotion of enrcachment 0Of forest land by
the Lrtbals for cultavation. [ripathi claimed that
the 3 -ate rMiel nanister has recently announced
that swh reguleérlsation will tale place. Huowervere
D10MCE the ¥S had qone tc the court (upto Suprene
Court) on this 14sue and agitated tor a long e,
the tribals believe that it is the FS that -has done

the wort ., presauring the aovernment to reqularise
the 13,
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SUMMARY AND SECOMMENLAT IONS

. ey SRt

Danhanu .is Aa,buﬁy.trading. and administrative
centre . in ,Jhane districi with a predominantly
adivagi populatiaon.: A.pumper of. non-tribals have
set ., up:large fgrmas|where a variety of fruits and
other - praducts, are ,griown.. Ona would e:pect fruit
vendors in _Dabanu .selling the produce of these
farms, but these are neither cheap nor easily
available for they are transported for consumption
to wurban centres, (bombay),, .or exparted. IThe
profits of ‘these farms ar@ built.on cheap trabal
labour. . : cpr 5 <1

i ‘ . L
F : T <t

Another important business of the area As:- 1n
grass  which is produced in huge qQuantities in  the
hilly and -fuorested areas of Thane district. The

history of long. batter and militant struggle to

secure better wages . for the tribals employed to cut
grass and a higher price fpr the grass they sell to
the trader, is well. kpown., As a .consequence, every
year xha.gnyernment,;in consul tation with wvarious
polijtical parties.and tribal organjisations, fizes
the wages ,and the price of grass. However, it is no
secret that. . the traders and landlords rarely adhere
to.. the waqes or prices so fixed, except ., in those
area where tribal organisations are strong enough
to..enforce these. The grass business is ‘highly
lucrative and 1ts annual turn-over runs. into
several crore rupges, g
}

The xnflltraiion by outsaide traders and
b..sinessnen singe the beginning of the century,.
particularly in  the 1930s . dislocated the

trraditienal | economy. of Lne .tribals. The forest
tracts have  almost disappeared and as a resdlt they
have been forcad to earn a-liping as agricultural
labourers. . Bince such. work is seasonal  they seek
employment in the small scale and informal sectors
and in the orchards. ;The wages are hept down by an
intricate system, of j indebtedness, bonded. labour,
alcoholism and brute force. To protect them against
such exploitation, a number .of .tribal organisations
have emergad, -some.of whom .are responsible for
highly militant struggles against the existing
unjust situation.

There also exists a well-developed system ot
coropting. tribal ,leaders into the process of
exploitation., Running of mwmall .shops in _villages
and . padas, wseasonal,.contractg of milking. toddy
trees, .labour sogieties for,cutting. trees, qrass-—
cutting cgntracts,: supply of.labo and many other
avenuas ,ar@ available to the aspiring tribal
leaderanip to develop bonds with the economically

and politically powerful people (outsiders) in the
drea.

Ihe Congress party and rashtalari  Sanghatan.a
(a masys tribal organisation) the two antagonistac
parties involved . in  the incident
investuigation, reprasent twao different
contlicting interests 1In this area.

under
and
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All established"' ant'well-known tribal ° and
non-tribal leaders of the (ongress were found to be
from the wupper ygocio-eronomic¢ strata, In the
village Raitali, where the firing toot place (ie 1n
Vartapada), 'the Congress tribal leaders not only
dominated the panchayat but one of them owned the
only ‘Ehop 1n village;' he poussesses a large 'tract of
land “and is 1nvolved in various business 'ventures
1including the grass trade. In Ganjad, the village
strategically located bLetween Dahanu 'and ' the
National Highway 8 (Charothi Natva), the local 'non-
tribal ‘Congress leadershlp is well-established.
Narottam Prajapati, Venu Traipathi and Shacshikant
Panchal are the three non-tribal businessmen of
Ganjad who control the local Congress set-up in
col]aboration with Vayda Guruji. These leaders or
businessmer run shops, trade in grass, manage their
farms -‘‘andg’’ small-scale {ndustries - (like brick
kilns). 'Of them, Shashikant Fanchal has made it big
in the last 10-15 years from a modest beginning as
a "'latouring blacksmith in Ganjad. Now he s a
landowner, businessman  and money-—lender with a
fMaruti car parked in the compound of a not
ircnnepicuaous house, "The ‘Incal Congress darpanch (a
Lribal} tolo us thdt he and his musclemen have
tedrorjeed  the tribals in that arca. He? had “'the
sarpanch and his wife beaten up a she refuaed to
sancticn the transfer of tribal land to -~'a “non-
tribal. We were told that there are several police
cases pending againgt FPanci:al and that the ' police
had started exzternment proceedings against him.
Curiouznly, nisr_rxée' i  associated ~‘with his
membership of the Shiv Seria, which he'left to “Join
the Congress abodt two voars ago and  since “then,
the e:ternment ' proceedings have been stalled' at
some ‘leval’in the administration. In fact, as we
will ' see later, hx: has played a prominent role in
the zncxdent under xnvestxgatlon.

Two tribal leaders of the Congress were
wnterviewed T by us. They stand at the two extremes
ot the'Congreas power structure in ‘that! area!' and
therefore 'have:’'a diametrically' opposite “perception
of the incident and' the sxtuatzon of tribals in
that .area. 44 L

Shankar Nam is the tribal Congress MLA  who
has made it big 'in the pplitical system hy bLecoming
deputy minister for tribal development,
Maharashtra. ‘He claimed that the Congress and " the
S chared a very good relatxonship in the past; to
the extent’ that he could not recollect” a single
clash between them.''He aldo claimed that the KB had
supported the Congress 1i1n the 1983 elections.
Howover, now he characterises KS as an extremist
organi1sation advocating vimlence, giving traininag
1y martial arts to tribals. He alleges that it
receives T 'outside”” funds, and so on. He showed no
sympathy to the tribals affected by the firing
simply ©because they belong to the VS, and refused
to 1nstitute a judicial inguiry as well as to grant
compensation to the victims., The IT had located him
10 the shop of a big businessman of Dahanu ' (Dadi
Seth, also & Congress leadisr ) whio was advaisaing  Lhe
police in the Eresence ot [Lan to Loo} the b
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leaders under the TADA.

In contrast, Rort ar, the tarbal Congress
sarpanch of Ganjad village 15 1 tuell svmpathy waith
his  adivasi brethiren and hed given shelter ., to a
couple of tribals from Rajtali village. BRorkar hag
benefitted by Gbteing in tiwe Congress fold and: es
sarpanch, for i1nstance, he has been able to obtain
a loan of Rs {0,000 under a government scheme. to
set up a small brack-kiln. However, unlike llam, he
1s at the- - lowest level of th:e political power
structure, In his interview, he made a.-"scathing
attack on . his LCongress colleagues «who have (used
their economic and "political power to exploat

tribals and usurp thear land. While interviewing
ham we learnt from the trabals who hed tabken refuge
L his hause that the man who Jdied 10 the firang

was initiallv alive with a bullet 1n his leg but
was killed subseaquently by the second bullet in the
back cof his head after the Congress leader of
Raital: 1dent: faied him as the AS member who was
behind much of their woes,

“ o

Ihe Kashtakri Sangathana (kS), on the other
hand..11s & mass organiasation of tribals. . In about
two decades of 1%s existence, the KS has had to
face repression from various government aguncles,
1N particular the police, the forest department as
we | ] as political partiew «nd thexr hired goons.
Inspite of a mass followirg it 1s not interested 10
contesting the elections either at *he district or
the state level..! . .:!. . [ !

! 1 - il [

Tha KS members are  essentially the poor

trifzals. Any avtampt to fight om thear behalt on
rEQuec Such as the payment of minimeun wages. -the
Dayiuen sy of the sale-price of grass fixed by the
Joweroaent, liberation - of. bonded . labour,
preservation of tribal .community land, cultivation
ut lcrest land from which the forest I has

disappeared, and so on, immediately pats the S
members agatnst the local land owners, businessmen
and mcney-lenders who also double as Congress party
leadar s in the area., Thus, at the grassroots, the
esaential conflict - is between the 1nterests of
povveriv] people and the exploited tribals, which a1s
reflected 1n the political conflict between the kS
and the Congress. ln this conflict, the Congress
has easy access to state agencies, 1ncluding the
police and the “SRP to suppress the protest of
trravale. i

The &S has four.the last decades been 1nvolved
also 1n je2tting the forest land of the tribals
reqelarisied. Al though the gocernment has anmoun ed
iR = clg=i..d £ 2 O Lo regulariose encroacthnyd and othur
leng net over (U years ago, the order 1t issusd has
(ot beecn aeplemented,. The FS has talen recovrie to
the ccurts and fought the case upto the Lsupreamg
Court to force the administration to 1mplement Lhe
order. As traibal land 1% litely to s regularyeadd

shortl, ther ¢ serms to tie Pamic SInoNgy lo¢ ]
Conares bounres wiio feel that the Y will ubtain
wll Ve cresdd b Thiyg o Vieh Crprenisd ts,

Teapmt i, the Nongress lesder ot LGangad., an FL sy



Shant ar Ham.,

Events whaich led to the faring gn June 5, 1992.

lhe Western Express Highway davides Dahanu
taluk a mmto almost two equal halves. sl though the
residents of weveral-padas of various villages in
the Western half of the taluba are PS mumbers, its
strength lies 1n the Eastern half. But this was not
always so. In the late 705 and early 8us, the LS
had- a strong. presence in the Western half of Dahanu
taluka. . In the early 'Bfs repeated attacks on the
KS members were launched., several of which i1nvolved
brutal’ physical attacls on 1ts - two leaders (who
survived becaude the attacters thought they were
dead) . Moreover, the: tribals woere constantly
terrorirsed. As a consecyuence, the IS loust much ol
1ts membershan in a majourity of the villages 1n the

Hestern halt of the tajul a. Since then, the
Lonaresns party has held almust unchallenged SWY
uver” thiyse aree and its leadoers caonsaider 1t their
/ote Lank , During this period,. leaders like

Shashikant Fanchal have emerged and Shankar Nam has
become a minister, " Thus. thigo 1S a prestigilousy
constituency and any erosion of 1ts influence 1s
not- tolerated. .

AL the same time, the testimony of the
Congress sarpanch of 'Ganjad village mates Lt clear
that the trabals are becoming alienated . from the
Cangress. [ts intolerance came to the fore a vyea:
ago as evident from the incident of bLr Dagla: ot
Kkl . Hlge usod to visat the area reqgularly and
provaidoed whatevear assi1s5tance he could tu the
tribals. This was notrappreciated oy the Congress.
Dr Dagla was once chased anmd aimost beaten to death

near the police Cc how!t y in rasa by Shashikant
Franchail . -

The 1nmmedrate sequence of events that led to

the firing are aw tollows:
) Jn*June 4, the Congress leaders contacted the
district leve! police officers 1n Thane and the KS

supporters allege that Shanbtar Nam  was also
contacted, who in turn advised the police to go
there wlth the SRFP. According e ilnspector
Indurt or, 2 case of looting and arscn  was filed
aQeris 0 fort y PSS members 10 Vartapada. However, the
IT Jearnt, that the offerceos registecred against the
trabials trioat a1t a5 the inspec tor clairmed) wer ¢
ander hoot Lo 147, 14%, “I&, 427, Soa, 506 of tho
& 1 N ial ] Liiecqs vp-m LAY ar oy e B L owinug.,
mx =Chiyiet vlo angd oot fou vandaliosm  2nd footaing
~hic tall uhder section 5%, £ ] the former

secliwitg are baitlable but the latter (°YS) 15 non
bailable. fnitere=tangly., a0 the FIK Hoa 42 ot 19558

dated June 4, 1Y% S. even the former cections are
No L myentioned. Thosse seclioons agalnst B 3 trabale
Qr e et roned 100 passing Lo Lhe B LK Of June 5
slaact 15 for the arecect f tle S leadnrs, Fradeep

Frabing and ottusr 5
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Raitali, went to the shop and then advanced Ltoward-.
Vartapada to arrest tribale against whom the cCase-=
were - registered. The womaen of the pada started
reasoning with the police and a scuffle ensued, In
the process, woman were beaten up by the police.
Shankar! .Nam in‘his‘interview described this as a
strategy- of the! . K6. and. .told -us that be. _had
instructed the:police to.take more police women .the
next time. The! beating of the women led.. to stone
throwing by the tribals..The police said: that 14-15
policemen were i1njured due to the.stone throwing.
The police fired on the tribals who were runninug
away towards the hills and Jjungle for shelter.  One
informant 1n Mr Borkar s house -told us that the man
who died’ (Janya Ehiradya) was hit first from bebind
on his leg. He fell down. He was recoynised by a
congressman, as . a-KS activist who had . played an
important role a -month back 1n forcing the
Conygressmen to pay the compensation of Rs 2051/-,
On the " congressman’®s prompting, a second round was
fired on bim which took apart the bachk of bhis neckh.,
head and he died an- the spot, ihis account was not
verified by the tribals from Vartapada whom the Ir
met as' they had anly scen 1njJured men falling
behind while they themselves had run away to safety
in the jungle. 5

The IT met dever:! ‘women -who showed injury
marks on their bodies and they alleged:that thooe

were 1inflicted by ! the police. The women were
hiding 1in the jungle and hills and were tuo scared
to go to:- the hospitse: for treatment and to file

complaints. .

The IT Aalso saw many houses of the Varapada
tribals ransacted and lootrd, The tribals were not
able te tell us who did 1t as this had happened
after the tiring and the, went into hidlilng in the
jungle. However, the tribals suspected that the
police and ‘the Congress supporters from Bhonarpada
and Ganjad were responsible. . }

[ '

“ 0On June S, 1992, when .the firing, too: place
in"Raitali village, Pradeep Prabhu. a leader of the
KS, was 1n a village 12 kms away alongwith the FS|
of Vangaon, Khamkhar, where they were : settling a
land dispute between a landlord and bis tenants.

This 'information' iwas not contradicted by the
police. . w0 B 1, H ;
I

fAfrnother rS leader, %hxraj Halsara was at that
time N the " X5 office in Dahanu deep 1in a
discussion with Jyot:1 FKFelhar of Ehoomi Sena and
Trupti: Shah of Sabiyar Stree Sanagathana, Raroda.
menber of the 1T gspoke to Trupti Shah who confirasd

the presence 0f Shiraj Balsara 1n the 1S nffice At
that time.

the pulice alleged that on May Y. during Lhe
Faza meeting, the tritals were taold by Fradeap
Frabhu and other 'S leaders that the police would
never fire at the tribals and if the police canc
near them, they should grab the ritles. The police
1nsisted that they also he ‘d the tribals talling
amongst themseves that Fracoeep had said so and they
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shouid not foar the pollece. Une ot the wpolice
G AN e Gl - T e 1O {the S, e riotiet ar) who  made S b
allegestions alaso told us that he was hit by o Stone
=d =0 had left thwe scene and thus was not prescnt
wibrgri Lhe firing toov plAacoe. s Lher policeman
(ins,ector Indurkar) alse told us 'hatl police could
never get close to"the Lraibial men  as they were
pelting them with stones. "This was «lso  a  reason
o riot lathi— charging them andg Tor  not  using
C%?QS, before firing on the trabals.

We also asked the police to show wus some evidence
tor Lheir allepations that VFradeep and Shaara:z
inciterd the Kailtalil tribals and had stated that the
alyce would never fire oo the tribals. But they

cuulae not tell wus  anything, e :cept to repeat
thease ) ves., !

we teel that there 15 no credyble roason tor the
arrost. of the FSllzaders and much tess for char gi1ry
them ‘Or attceoapt' ts murder the pulice. IThoear arreo,l
TEUMS to L purely politirally motivatod to
1LMmobul L he Lhie K Jeader o thilp S0 that [N Y
Jemoralised tribals bow dJduwn to tho Congre .

politital pressure 10’ that aree.

e alee foerl that the antry A f tho 0§ 1to [
arwa and f e cibee e ot trrung vierr @ total ity
N st fred ~rid ~nere radny iy fed toy tor totally

IO atnr L) purposes.

e te=m dgemands Lnat;

L A Judicaal dnguairy into the firing muest Le
held nmediately.
Y Officery responsitile tor ther  tiring .

including the tehsildar  wust Le suwnoended untyl
the 1nquiry 31s concluded, «35 they could tamper with
the evidence.

S The taemily ot the dend person, and the Lwiw
ingured peopl-, shoewld be awarded coapencaotion.,
4. lhe YHRi should be rmmediately withdrawn fr oo

the arva., ond day-to-dav harassment or! the adivas:e
of Vartapada and other vaillages sympathztic to the
Vashtalariy Songhatana, shouwtld be stopped.

X The IMainjiaum Wage Act must  bLe  enforced  an
Adivas) areas and brict tactories.

6. AN 1nvestigation aust bLe ounched 1to LS
role of the local Congyressa(l) leaders and their
Jind s with the police aod Uld, [N SEELL WY
&'y Ihe minmnister for trih el developnont  should e
be ln respcnisible 1 ¢ t e it g 1 Jor s

L et o ¢ .



